Inter-alpha-trypsin-inhibitor (ITI): two distinct mRNAs in baboon liver argue for a discrete synthesis of ITI and ITI derivatives.
Human serum inter-alpha-trypsin-inhibitor (ITI) has so far been assumed to be comprised of a single polypeptide chain which can undergo fragmentation, whereby inhibitory ITI derivatives are released into the blood stream. In contrast, the analysis of the baboon liver mRNA translation products showed that ITI is made up of heavy and light chain(s). The latter may be excreted independently and very likely corresponds to the so-called ITI derivatives.